
PROVIDENCE  R IVER PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE  
P U B L I C  M E E T I N G  
 
 
C i t y  o f  P r o v i d e n c e   
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P l a n n i n g  +  D e v e l o p m e n t  



P R O V I D E N C E  R I V E R  P E D E S T R I A N  B R I D G E   

LO O K ING BAC K   

2009-  Project for Public Spaces (PPS) came to Providence to develop preliminary 
ideas for waterfront parks 

 
2009 - I-195 Pedestrian Bridge Committee began to meet to begin thinking about 
design and programming concepts for the pedestrian bridge 
 
2010-  City decided to hold design competition and created Selection Committee 
  
2010 -  City issued an RFQ for design teams and then issued RFP to 11 finalists 
 
2010 – Final design was selected 
 
Since 2010 – Advanced from conceptual design, integrated design with emerging 
plans for East and West Side waterfront parks  
 
Now at Pre-90% design  
 
Construction will begin in Spring of 2015 



                

DESIGN C O NSIDER AT IO NS  

o Must incorporate the five existing piers 
  
o Must be bicycle friendly and ADA compliant 

 
o Incorporated into design of waterfront parks 

 
o Allow for gathering spaces on bridge 

 
o Consideration of views 

 
o Durability of materials 

 
o Design themes – city’s history, innovation, creativity, design excellence 

P R O V I D E N C E  R I V E R  P E D E S T R I A N  B R I D G E   



P R O V I D E N C E  R I V E R  P E D E S T R I A N  B R I D G E        
          

SEL EC T IO N C O MMIT EE  

o Rhode Island School of Design Provost (Chair) 
o Director of Rhode Island Department of Transportation 
o City of Providence Superintendent of Parks 
o City of Providence Director of Planning 
o Assistant Vice President, Planning, Design and Construction, Brown University 
o Private Business Representative Downtown Providence 
o Vice President of the Rhode Island Chapter of AIA 
o President of the Fox Point Neighborhood Association 
o Vice President of the Jewelry District Association 
o Executive Director, Rhode Island Historic Preservation and Heritage Commission  
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DESIGN C O MP ET IT IO N  SUBMISS IO N  
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K EY  C HA NGES S INC E  C O MP ET IT IO N   

o Reduced overall size of bridge – total square footage of bridge desk 
 

o Eliminated event space at lower level 
 

o Eliminated walkway from east side to lower level space 
 

o Added seating elements  -- serve as lighting elements  
 

o Added stairs to access two piers on east side  
 
 

 
DESIGN RETAINS THE ESSENTIAL CHARACTER OF THE ORIGINAL CONCEPT 
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INC O R P O R AT IO N W IT H  W EST  &  EA ST  S ID E  PA R K S 
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EA ST  S IDE  R ENDER ED P L A N  
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W EST  S IDE  R ENDER ED P L A N  
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V IEW  F RO M BR IDGE  L A NDING –  W EST  S ID E  PA R K   
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OVER A L L  P L A N  
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L IGHT ING SC HEME  
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BENC H A ND L IGHT ING EL EMENT S  
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BENC H A ND L IGHT ING EL EMENT S  
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BENC H A ND L IGHT ING EL EMENT S  
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V IEW -  NO R T H S IDE  O F  EA ST  A BUT MENT  
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V IEW  LO O K ING W EST  
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V IEW  LO O K ING EA ST  
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BU DGET  A ND C O ST  EST IMAT E   

Listed in the State Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) for $6M  
 
Current budget estimate is $5.5M   

OW NER SHIP  A ND MA INT ENA NC E   
 

Once constructed, bridge will be owned by the City of Providence  
 
Ongoing maintenance a priority, are working through ideas with I-195 
Commission and other partners on best plan to ensure bridge will be 
maintained in excellent condition  
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SC HEDUL E  MOVING FO RWA R D –  NEXT  ST EP S  

Lambri Zerva, Rhode Island Department of Transportation  
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Q UEST IO NS?  C O MMENT S?  
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P L A N +  EL EVAT IO N V IEWS  
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EL EVAT IO N V IEW  



 P R O V I D E N C E  R I V E R  P E D E S T R I A N  B R I D G E       
   

DETA IL ED  EL EVAT IO N V IEW  
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BENC H DES IGN  
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R A IL ING DETA IL  
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